
Dear Families,

Undoubtedly, you have noticed schools across the country have been in the headlines for many

issues surrounding students' full return to school. In the Capital Region and at Shenendehowa, we

have witnessed increased anxiety in school and a recent uptick in negative student behaviors. Over

the past two years, the disruption to the educational process has been difficult for students. Many

have struggled to maintain connections to school through what was, for many, an extended time of

isolation.

At Shenendehowa HS, we have focused on increasing our social-emotional curriculum in

classrooms to support students throughout this first semester. Our support counselors and school

counselors continue to establish and re-establish connections.

While our disruptive behaviors have generally been slightly lower than we have seen in previous

years, we are starting to see an increase as of late. Class cutting, vaping, verbal and physical

altercations, and other negative behaviors have been prevalent over the past few weeks. Students

who violate the student code of conduct provisions are disciplined and face a wide range of

consequences up to suspension from school.

As a community, we all want to foster a culture based on high expectations, mutual respect, and a

safe, welcoming environment for all students. In addition to the school setting, we have observed

that many negative behaviors stem from social media communication and student interactions

outside of the school setting in the evenings and weekends.

We value your partnership and are asking for your assistance in communicating the need for

students to maintain high expectations for themselves and maintain respectful interactions with

peers and staff.  We continue to reinforce this at school as you do at home. Please take a moment

to speak to your child about the importance of respectful communication and interactions and the

importance of maintaining high expectations both academically and behaviorally.

Thank you for your continued assistance. We appreciate your support!

Ron Agostinoni

Principal


