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November 4, 2021 
 
The Honorable Charles Schumer    The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand         
U.S. Senate Majority Leader    U.S. Senate           
Leo O’Brien Federal Office Building,   Leo O’Brien Federal Office Building, 
Room 827      Room 821 
Albany, NY 12207     Albany, NY 12207 
 
The Honorable Paul Tonko 
U.S. House of Representatives 
19 Dove Street, Unit 302 
Albany, NY 12210 
 
Dear Senate Majority Leader Schumer, Senator Gillibrand and Congressman Tonko: 
 
As you negotiate passage of the Infrastructure and “Human Infrastructure” legislative package, I write to you 
as Chair of the St. Clare’s Hospital Pensioners Recovery Alliance regarding the plight of my 1,100+ fellow 
dedicated health care professionals who worked for the now closed St. Clare’s Hospital in Schenectady and 
have seen our pensions significantly reduced or outright eliminated.  

As you know, St. Clare’s Hospital was closed over a decade ago by a requirement of the state’s Berger 
Commission in its mission to right-size New York’s health care facilities, and its operations were absorbed by 
Ellis Medicine. At the time, the state provided a level of funding which was not commensurate with the level 
of need. Unfortunately, for reasons not yet fully identified, that was not enough to cover the St. Clare’s pension 
fund’s costs. Since federal law permits a religious exemption, the St. Clare’s pension fund has no benefit 
guarantee insurance. 

My colleagues and I, who cared for some of the most vulnerable, have been coping with economic uncertainty 
and desperation with no end in sight as our pensions evaporated in the snap of a finger through no fault of our 
own. This pandemic has made our economic situations even worse. In fact, we were good enough to be asked 
by the Administration to go back to work as “essential workers” and help during the pandemic, but have not 
been given the respect to help find a solution to our economic crisis.  

Given the precedent set by the $86 billion carve-out you created for several pensioners and their pension fund 
systems earlier this year in the previous $1.9 trillion federal stimulus relief bill, I urge you to now do the same 
for our St. Clare’s Hospital pensioners. If indeed you are talking about helping support “human infrastructure,” 
and negotiating a package to address this, there’s no more crumbling human infrastructure in New York State 
than our 1,100 fellow St. Clare’s retirees who are struggling to make ends meet. 
 
I respectfully ask you to use your power in Majority leadership as representatives for all 1,100+ St. Clare’s 
pensioners to address our plight in the infrastructure legislative package, just as you did for other needy 
pensioners earlier this year. I eagerly await your efforts on our behalf and response to my request. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mary Hartshorne 
Chair of the St. Clare’s Hospital Pensioners Recovery Alliance 


