
        

 

           

    

 
 

 

Thursday, October 31, 2019 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Staff, Students and the Plainedge Community, 
 
A Message from your Superintendent – Hello Plainedge!!! This is Ed Salina, Superintendent of Plainedge 
Public Schools with an important message. My message today is my professional opinion as the 
educational leader of your schools and will focus on an online Newsday article that states, “Plainedge 
Football Coach Robert Shaver suspended for Running Up the Score.”  
 
The title of the article should have been “Nassau County Section 8 Lopsided Score Committee Blows it 
Again.” Ironic that a little over 30 days ago there was an article in Newsday online titled, “Nassau's 
Football Sportsmanship Rule is Working.” I can state for the record that their rule is not working. I am all 
for treating everyone justly, but it is my opinion that Coach Shaver was “done wrong” by this group of 
self-professed experts on sportsmanship. Who said they are experts on sportsmanship? Who appointed 
these people to run this kangaroo court, being the judge, jury, and executioners? I have knowledge that 
there are cases in Nassau County where the score was over 42 and this group took little or no action. But 
they suspended Coach Shaver? Sounds like something is wrong with their decision or they made it 
personal. The rule is not in place anywhere else in New York, not in Suffolk County, why in Nassau 
County? Connecticut tried it and realized it was a failed model and eliminated the rule.  
 
What are you teaching children by saying play fairly but now you are playing too well, don’t play 
anymore for the rest of the game. Where’s the life lessons? Of course we don’t want to embarrass 
others and we do that by moderating the players in the game. I’ve seen it numerous times over the 
years, by all our coaches, but especially by Coach Shaver. 
 
Therefore, now that I have stated my opinion on the suspension of Coach Robert Shaver, as your 
Superintendent, let me talk about the man unjustly suspended by this group of self-professed 
sportsmanship experts for a moment. Coach Shaver is an incredible person, teacher and coach. He has 
nothing but the best interest of all children at the top of his list every day. He devotes countless hours to 
his students in his educational programs and the interscholastic sports teams he is head coach for 
including, Varsity Football and Varsity Wrestling. He runs weekly study halls at night teaming up his 
players with other students to focus on their academic studies. His players are involved with community 
service activities. A number of parents who needed his support at their home over the years have called 
upon him and he has personally stopped by to “coach” his player who was having a hard time at home. 
  
We are lucky to have a man of such incredible character working with our children and he has my 
100% support and trust always. 
  
I have never met an educator more committed to teaching children life skills, both on and off the field. I 
am happy to call him my colleague and a true friend of Plainedge. We teach everyone in Plainedge that 
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we are a family and that we need to respect each other and appreciate our individual differences. Family 
takes care of each other always and we teach our children to be kind, caring people every day here in 
Plainedge. Family is preached in our Football Program every day. Thank you Coach Shaver. 
 
Before I came to work here in Plainedge nearly nine years ago, I can honestly say that I never really 
understood the true meaning of a stellar high school football program. We run a program today where 
every home football game involves over 250 children performing, including children from Marching 
Band, Cheerleading, Kickline, and TV Video Production. Wow! Talk about school spirit and the amazing 
community members that show to fill our beautiful stadium and to see our children perform! I know of 
no other sport that brings together so many children and their families for one event, a football game! 
Coach Shaver and all our incredible teachers make game days so special for the Plainedge Community. I 
want to thank all our staff for making our educational and interscholastic sports programs second to 
none! #WeArePlainedge 
 
I will not be appealing the decision of the Nassau County Section 8 Lopsided Score Committee since if we 
lose the appeal, Coach Shaver will be suspended from coaching the Finals. Coach Shaver and I spoke 
about this earlier yesterday and jointly decided this is best for the children. He will be forced to sit this 
one out.  
 
My message to the players that are disappointed that Coach Shaver will not be on the sidelines this 
week, “be strong, play hard and always be fair,” make Coach Shaver, your coaches, parents and 
community members proud when you take the field this week. Do what you came to do, play ball and 
may the best team win. #WeArePlainedge 
 
Thank you for your continued trust and support of the Plainedge Public Schools always. Thank you for 

choosing to live here in Plainedge as well. It is an incredible place to live and learn! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Edward A. Salina, Jr., Ed.D. 
 

Superintendent of Schools 


